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SUMMER FIELD REPORT. JUNE to JULY, 1999
Compiled by W. Ross Silcock, P.O. Box 57, Tabor, IA 51653
INTROPUCTION
First of all, I want to thank Joel Jorgensen for helping write these reports
for the last few years. Joel has decided to spend his limited free time on Records
Committee matters; he is currently Chairman. Over the last few years, Joel has
made significant contributions to Nebraska ornithology, particularly through his!
meticulous counts of shorebirds in the Rainwater Basin.
This season proved interesting in terms of ranges of breeding birds, as
discussed in the accounts. See, for example, Little Blue Heron, the dOWitchers.
Black-billed Magpie, White-breasted Nuthatch, Sedge Wren, and the towhees. There
seems to be an increasing number of "displaced" birds, either early or late'
migrants or birds just in the wrong places. Could this situation result from an
increasingly unstable atmosphere? Very late in spring were Hudsonian Godwit and
Wilson's Warbler, while very early in fall were Willet, Semipalmated Sandpiper.
and Orange-crowned Warbler. Birds in the wrong places were numerous, but
significant were a "small race" Canada Goose, ducks such as American Wigeon.
Green-winged Teal, Bufflehead, and Common Goldeneye, Mississippi Kite away from
Ogallala, adult Golden Eagle eastward, adult American Golden-Plover in July.
westerly Least Terns, northerly Acadian Flycatcher, singing mid-June Blue-winged
Warblers, Yellow-breasted Chats in Harlan Co, and Henslow's Sparrow in the RWB,
Interesting breeding or possible breeding records involved Eurasian Collared
Dove's 2nd breeding location, Long-eared Owl, Pileated Woodpecker, Townsend's
Solitaire, and MacGillivray's Warbler.
"Good birds" were King Rail, Lewis's Woodpecker, Scissor-tailed
Flycatcher, Clark's Nutcracker, Hooded Warbler, and Cassin's Sparrow, and, best
till last, the White Ibis, only the state's 3rd report, but first with extant
documentation. Finally, where were the Baird's Sandpipers? When was the last time
only one was reported for the early fall? Presumably the adults went elsewhere.
CORRECTIONS TO PREYIOUS REPORTS
Not surprisingly, I make a few mistakes in these report, but, I hope, not
mistakes that impinge on the status of any species. I am aware (from a limited
study in a nearby state) that a significant number of unexpectedly early or late
dates reported are in fact reported in error by contributors, many simply typos. I
am also sure that many are my fault. Please point out any errors that you see so
that we do not introduce false data into the record. I have listed corrections below.
I archive all ,the s,iata from these reports and can check back to verify any
corrections.
Dave Hei<;lt pointed out (these scientists are tough!) that 13 Northern
Flickers in Dodge. Co on 1 January 1998 were not reported by him; in fact, Don
Paseka reported them. Dave also pointed out that a Prairie Falcon spotted on 29
March 1998 at Wood Duck Area was not his either; it belonged to Jan Johnson.
Finally (for Dave), he boldly claimed a report of 2 Summer Tanagers at Indian Cave
SP on 10 August 1997 which I had incorrectly attributed to John Sullivan and then
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Suggested be deleted (NBR 66: 121). Thus this significant record should be
reinstated.
Wanda and Glen Hoge noted that instead of 7 Least Bitterns spotted at Funk
Lagoon on 2 August 1998, they had seen one there on 9 August; the Marbled Godwit
reported on 4 August 1998 was at Funk Lagoon, not Harlan Co Res; and that 1-2
female-plumaged Ruby-throated Hummingbirds were noted at Alma between 24
August and 3 September 1998 and an adult male was seen there on 8 September
1998. Apparently part of this came out as a typo-garble "24 Aug to and Sep- on
the latter date... " .
I'll try harder!
ABBREYIATIONS

./lJ1.S.:

Breeding Bird Survey; BOL: Branched Oak L, SRA Lancaster Co; !&.m:
Cemetery; ~: County(ies); CLNWR: Crescent L NWR, Garden Co; EE:
Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co; .£l..: Funk Lagoon, WPA Phelps Co;: Lake; liCB.: Harlan
Co Res, Harlan Co; .1.M.: L McConaughy, Keith Co; .B.rl.Ll: Rainwater Basin, area of
potholes southeast, east, and southwest of Grand Island; .tiC.: Nature Center; HM.:
National Monument; NPNWR: North Platte NWR, Scotts Bluff Co; .I'iW.R: National
Wildlife Refuge; au: Reservoir; .s...t:i£.: State Historical Park; .s.L.: Sewage Lagoons;
~: State Park; .s..BA: State Recreation Area; Yi..MA: (State) Wildlife Management
Area; Yi.fA: (Federal) Waterfowl Production Area.
GAZETTEER

Arbor L: Lancaster Co; Ashlall Fossil Beds SHP: Antelope Co; Ashford
Scout Camp: northern Thurston Co; Champion L: SRA Chase Co; Chet Ager
tK,: Lincoln; Cracker Barrel Marsh: Lincoln; QQU: Grant Co; Enders Res:
SRA Chase Co; Fort Niobrara NWR: Cherry Co; Fort Robinson "SP: Dawes and
Sioux Cos; Hansen Lagoon: WPA Clay Co; Haryard Marsh: WPA Clay Co; m.k.
Sinn Marsh: WMA Lancaster and Saunders Cos; Jensen Basin: WPA Kearney
Co; Kingsley pam: forms LM; Kiowa Springs: WMA Scotts Bluff Co;
Kissinger Basjn: WMA Clay Co; L Alice: part of NPNWR; Laplatte Bottoms:
Sarpy Co; little Salt Creek Marsh: Lancaster Co; L Ogallala: Keith Co; L2na.
Canyon: Banner Co; Long Pine Area: SRA Brown Co; Mallard Hayen: WPA
Fillmore Co; Monroe Canyon: Sioux Co; North Hyltjne Basin: WPA
(=Sandpiper) Clay Co; North Lake Basjn: WMA Seward Co; Massie Lagoon:
WPA Clay Co; Pine Ridge: escarpment in Sioux, Dawes, and Sheridan Cos;
Platte River Sp: Cass Co; Rock Creek L: SRA Dundy Co; SacramentoWilcox Area: WMA Phelps Co; Schramm Sp: Sarpy Co; Scotts Blyff NM:
Scotts Bluff Co; Sjnnjnger Lagoon: WPA York Co; Smiley Canyon: Sioux Co;
Sowb~lIy Canyon: Sioux Co; Wehrspann L: Omaha; West Ash Canyon:
Dawes Co; Wood Duck Area: WMA Stanton Co; Youngson Basin: WPA Kearney
Co.
OBSERVERS

AK,: Alice Kenitz, Gering; .6.: Nebras~a Birdline; .aA: Brian Ahern, Temple Terrace,
FL; aP..: Babs Padelford, Bellevue'; C£,: Carol Falk, Nebraska City; Q:tK: Clem N.
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Klaphake, Bellevue; .E..6,: Elliott Bedows, Omaha; .Ql:I.: Dave Heidt, Norfolk; ~: Glen
Hoge, Alma; Y:!:!.: Gertrude Wood, Elmwood; .!is.: Harry Schaeffer, Lincoln; Jji: Joe
Gubanyi, Seward; JJi.J.,: Joel G. Jorgensen, Blair; .J...L: Jan Johnson, Wakefield; J..S,.:
John Sullivan, Omaha; il.: Jerry Toll, Omaha; KP: Kevin Poague, Lincoln; U:
Laurel Badura, Kearney; .L.f,: Larry Einemann, Lincoln; .L..E: Laurence Falk, Nebraska
City;--1..£.: Loren Padelford, Bellevue; U: Lanny Randolph, Gibbon; .M.a.: Mark
Brogie, Creighton; .M.ll.: Mark Urwiller, Kearney; tiK: Nick Komar, Fort Collins, CO;
.fiI:: Neva Pruess, Lincoln; Wi: Ruth Green, Bellevue; B..li: Robin Harding, Gibbon;
I..E.L.: Thomas E. Labedz, Lincoln; .wJ:i: Wanda Hoge, Alma; .w.M.: Wayne Mollhoff,
Lincoln,
SPECIES ACCOUNTS
Common Loon: One to two, including an adult on 20 and 26 June, were reported
at L Ogallala, a regular summering place, between 21 and 26 June (JS, BP, LP).
Unusual in summer in the east, a bird reported as a jouvenile--but possibly more
likely to be in first alternate plumage at that location and time--was seen at BOL
from 24 to 31 July (JS).
pied-billed Grebe: Routine reports.
Eared Grebe: Routine reports.
Western Grebe: Rather late for a migrant was the one seen at FL on 12 June (LR,
RH). Summer reports of this species (late June to early August) away from the
breeding range are few.
Clark's Grebe: 1 to 3 were noted on either LM or L Ogallala through the period
(JS, BP, LP), and reports from elsewhere included at least one spotted at Willy L,
near Bingham in Sheridan Co, in late June (BA) and at CLNWR on 5 June (AK). Willy
L is a regular breeding location, the only one known away from LM.
American White pelican: Young birds not of breeding age wander about in
summer south of the breeding range; the flocks of 55 found at Harvard Marsh on 13
June (JGJ) and the 40 reported in southwestern Sheridan Co on 10 July (LE. tF)
were in this category, although fall migrants may return in July such as the 40
sighted in the east RWB on 25 July (JGJ). Summer occurrences in the southeast are
rare; none was noted at BOL between 6 June and 25 July (LE).
Doyble-crested Cormorant: The fairly new colony at Alma continued, with all
34 usable nests occupied on 22 June (GH, WH). Along highway 97 in Cherry Co, 22
were noted on nests on 21 June (BP, LP), The one seen on 17 June at Wehrspann L
(B) was rather late; summer reports are few in the south and east.
American Bittern: Summer reports south of the Platte River may be considered
peripheral these days, although breeding probably occurs regularly anywhere when
conditions allow. Examples included two reported at Jack Sinn Marsh on 2 June
(BP, LP) and' a sin,le spotted at FL on 16 July (MU). A belated report was of a nest
found at either H~rvard Marsh or Massie Lagoon in 1984 or 1985 (RH).
Least Bittern~ Reports from the RWB have been more numerous recently;
breeding probably occurs there as conditions allow, This year one was noted at
Kissinger Basin on 6 June (JGJ); 2 were seen at FL 12 on Jun (LR, RH), and one
was reported at North Lake Basin on 6 July (BP, LP). One to two were also found
from June 10 to'July (BP, LP) at the LaPlatte Bottoms, an ephemeral cattail slough
which has been carrying water for the last few years.
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.Great Blye HerQn: The best CQunt tQtaled a mQderate 27 at FL Qn 18 July (LR,
RH).
.Great Egret: PrQbably the first Qf the late summer wanderers was Qne seen at FL
on 27 June (LR, RH). Numbers are IQwest in mid-June, thus unusual were singles
reported in Cass CQ Qn 8 June (GW) and at HCR Qn 15 June (GH, WH). Three were
spotted in Nebraska City Qn 1 June (LF, CF). SQme spring birds may be PQstbreeding dispersers from sQuthern United States colonies. The best count numbered
22 in the east RWB on 25 July (JGJ).
Snowy Egret: Only 6 were reported, all apparently post-breeding wanderers. An
adult was spotted at FL on 24 July (JS), 2 were found in the east RWB on 25 July
(JGJ, BP, LP), and 3 were noted at FL on 28 July (GH, WH).
kittle Blue Heron: Most were found in late July in the south and east, as
expected: 2 immatures were spotted at Arbor L on 17 July (JS), 1 to 3 were found
at Kissinger Basin on 19 July (JG), and 2 were seen in the east RWB on 25 July
(JGJ). An adult found at Harvard Marsh on 6 June (JGJ) may have been wandering,
but reports the last couple of years from Cracker Barrel Marsh are intriguing. An
adult was spotted there on 1 June (JS), and an immature on 5 July (LE); could
these birds (including those at Arbor L) be breeding somewhere around Lincoln?
Cattle Egret: Of some 44 reported, 37 were noted on 26 June and later,
presumably post-breeding wanderers. Always a possibility to nest, no such
evidence was found, however, although there were a few earlier June reports: one
was seen at YoungsQn Basin on 6 June (LR, RH); 3 were reported in Hall Co the
same day (DH); one was spQtted at HCR 12 June (GH, WH); anQther was seen in
southcentral Dixon Co on 15 June (JJ), and one was fQund in Cass Co in June (GW).
Green Heron: This species is uncommQn as far west as Harlan Co, where 3
sightings were made throughQut the period around HCR (GH, WH); but it is rare in
the southwest, where one was sighted at Rock Creek L on 12 June (MB, DH). There
are fewer than 10 Panhandle records, none of breeding.
Black-crQwned Night-HerQn: Breeding apparently occurs at FL, where 1 to 5
adults and immatures were found from 12 June tQ 28 July, although °recently there
has been no direct evidence, The only other report was of one seen at Arbor L Qn 17
July (JS).
YellQw-crowned Night-HerQn: Only 2, probably post-breeding dispersers,
were found, an adult at FL on 13 July (GH, WH), and an immature at ArbQr L on 19
July (JS). The FL record is one of fewer than 10 away from Lancaster and Douglas
Cos, but the species probably occurs regularly in late summer in the RWB.
White Ibis: Only the 3rd repQrt for the state, but the first with extant
documentation, an immature was spotted at Kissinger Basin between 4 and 25 July
(JGJ, m,ob.) The other reports include one seen at Inland LagoQn (=Harvard Marsh)
between 12 and 19 June 191 6 and a juvenile filmed between 1 and 19 August 1963
near Bassett, The film is now lost, but has been seen and the identificatiQn
confirmed by Paul Johnsgard,
White-faced Ibis: The few birds reported were found from 27 June--4 spotted
at FL (LR, RH)--throughout the periQd. Others were identified near Antioch in late
June (BA), one reported as Plegadis sp., probably this species, in Seward CQ on 24
July (JG), and another in western Cass Co Qn 26 July (GW). There are very few
late June repQrts, as mQst late summer arrivals appear in mid-July.
Turkey Vyltyre: Routine reports.
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Trympeter Swan: Reports of breeding birds in the western Sandhills included 2
adults with 5 cygnets found in Grant Co on 18 and 25 June (LE) and 9 adults with 5
young spotted at Whitman L (..Doc L) on 21 June (BP, LP). Two birds were also seen
east of Hyannis on 21 June (BP, LP). Most unexpected was an unbanded single
identified at Hansen Lagoon on 13 June (JGJ); this sighting is apparently the only
summer record away from the western Sandhills breeding range.
Swan (Chinese) Goose: An unusual large goose seen at FL on 4 April (LR, RH)
was identified as this species (GH). It is Virtually certain to be an escaped bird.
Greater White-fronted Goose: 1 to 3 were noted at FL dUring the period (m~
ob.); 3 were seen there on 4 July (LR, RH). Scattered around the east RWB were 1
to 2 spotted at Harvard Marsh on 6 and 13 June (JGJ); one found at North Hultine
Basin on 6 June (JGJ), and another reported in the east RWB on 17 July (JGJ).
Unusual away from central NE in mid-summer was the one reported at Little Salt
Creek Marsh on 6 June (LE).
Snow Goose: A few of this species also linger in summer in the RWB; the best
count was 22 registered on 13 June (JGJ).
Canada Goose: Normally migrants, small forms of Canada Goose, which may be
split in the future as a separate species, rarely remain into summer. One was seen
at Harvard Marsh on 13 June (JGJ),
Wood Dyck: Hens with 3 to 4 chicks were noted in central NE between 6 and 20
June (LR, RH).
Green-winged Teal: Rare in June and July away from the Sandhills, the one
reported at Youngson Basin on 6 June (LR, RH) was late, and the 7 seen at FL on 18
July (LR, RH) may have been early molt migrants.
Mallard: Routine reports.
Northern Pintail: Routine reports.
Blye-winged Tea!: Routine reports.
Cinnamon Tea!: None reported.
Northern Shoyeler: Routine reports.
Gadwall: Routine reports.
American Wigeon: The one identified at FL on 12 June (LR, RH) may have been a
late migrant, but another (same bird?) spotted there on 4 July (LR, RH) and the one
seen at Harvard Marsh on 6 July (BP, LP) denote rare mid-summer occurrences
away from the rather restricted western Sandhilis breeding range.
Redhead: Up to 20 (on 27 Jun) were seen at FL during the period (m. ob.), where
nesting is regular but uncommon; but the 4 found at Sinninger Lagoon on 13 June
(JGJ) may have been late migrants.
Lesser Scaup: Spring stragglers in the first week of June are not unusual, but
the one spotted at Harvard Marsh on 13 June (JGJ) was rather late. The one found
in the east RWB on 17 July (JGJ) and a female reported at Carter P. Johnson L,
Fort RobmsonoeSP, on 25 June (LE) were among very few summer records away
from the western Sandhills.
Common Gqi'deneye: A male found near Antioch in late June (BA) was only the
10th record dver between 3 June and 10 September.
Byfflehead: A male sighted at Youngson Basin on 6 June (LR, RH) was apparently
a very late migrant, but a female spotted near Antioch in late June (BA) provided
only the 8th summer record away from Garden Co.
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Hooded Merganser: Birds which look like females but are probably immatures
too young to breed are not unusual in summer, with about 30 records in all. Rather
far west, however, was at least one noted near Antioch in late June (BA).
Ruddy Duck: This species may summer anywhere in suitable habitat, although a
pair spotted at Alma SL on 17 July (GH, WH) were in an apparently marginal
location.
Mississjppi Kite: The best count from the regular breeding location at Ogallala
numbered 4, 2 adults and 2 immatures, on 25 July (JS). Unexpected was an adult
seen over Lincoln on 22 July (Cliff Lemen, fide TEL). This species is very rare
away from Ogallala.
6ald Eagle: The only reports were of singles found near Nebraska City on 22 July
(CF, LF) and (an adult) flying over the old Niobrara River bridge south of Valentine
on 22 June (BP, LP). Summer reports away from known breeding sites are still
rare.
Northern Harrier: Most summer reports come from the Sandhills; thus the
following sightings were unusual: a pair found in Cass Co (GW, no date given), one
spotted near Nebraska City on 5 June (CF, LF), 2 males reported in northern
Thurston Co on 18 June (B), and one identified in the east RWB on 25 July (JGJ).
Sharp-shinned Hawk: A few probably linger in the pine areas of the Panhandle
each year, as did one seen in the Wildcat Hills on 4 July (AK).
Cooper's Hawk: Low numbers occur statewide in summer; reports came from
Harlan Co (GH, WH), Thurston Co (B), and Sioux Co (LE). Observers should keep
goshawk in mind in Sioux Co, as it breeds in the Black Hills of South Dakota and may
also do so in the Pine Ridge on occasion.
Red-shouldered Hawk: The only report was of 2 sighted on 12 June at FF (B),
the only known breeding location.
Broad-winged Hawk: The only report was of one spotted flying over Camp
Wakonda, Sarpy Co, on 28 June (BP, LP); the species probably breeds every year
in the FF area.
Swainson's Hawk: Routine reports.
Red-tailed Hawk: Routine reports.
Ferruginous Hawk: None reported.
Golden Eagle: Apparently only the 3rd summer report away from the Panhandle,
and notable as it was an adult, was the one identified 2 miles south of Springview
on 25 July (BP, LP).
American Kestrel: The adults present in the observer's yard in southwestern
Dixon Co for 3 months were seen feeding 4 fledged young on 6 July (JJ).
Me rI in: Unexpected was an immature encountered on grasslands along the Agate
BBS route in central Sioux Co on 28 June (JS). There appears to be a very small
breeding population in the Pine Ridge with which this bird may be associated. There
are fewer than 10 summer records away from the Pine Ridge, most in Sioux Co.
Prairie falcon: The one noted at Scotts Bluff NM, a known breeding site, on 27
June (B) was the only report.
Peregrine Falcon: None reported.
Gray Partridge: Two reports of 2 birds each were received, both in the heart of
the current range: on 2 June east of Creighton (MB) and on 7 July 6 miles west and
4.5 miles north of Wakefield (JJ).
Ring-necked pheasant: A female with several chicks was found at BOL on 5
July (LE).
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Greater prairie-Chicken: A hen and 8 chicks were reported 5 miles southwest
of Campbell on 20 June (LR, RH). The sandy prairie remnants in this general area
support a healthy population of these birds.
Sharp-tailed Groyse: Routine reports.
Wild Tyrkey: Routine reports.
Northern Bobwhite: Considered surprising by a veteran local observer was the
one sighted along Stage Hill Road in the Wildcat Hills on 4 July (AK). Another was
found at Gering Cem the same day (CNK). While fair numbers occur in the North
Platte Valley to the Wyoming line, few are reported elsewhere in Scotts Bluff Co.
King Rail: The only report was of one identified at the Saline Wetlands, Lincoln,
on 2 June (B). Over half of the 50 or so NE King Rail records occur in the period
between 26 April and 15 June.
.
Virginia Rail: Reports from rather unexpected locations included one bird seen at
the Chet Ager NC on 2 June (B) and 2 calling at Rock Creek L on 12 June (MB, DH)•
Southeasterly reports included one bird seen at Chet Ager NC (B) and at
least one spotted in Cass Co on 18 June (GW). Regular in the east RWB in summer, 3
were counted there on 17 July (JGJ).
American Coot: Nesting occurred in Cass Co (GW), an area of the state with
restricted breeding habitat.
Sandhill Crane: One of only a few--but apparently increasing (see Spring
Report)--recent summer records in the RWB, one crane was heard at Massie
Lagoon on 20 July (MU).
American Golden-Plover: A single, apparently injured (JGJ), alternate bird
was spotted at Kissinger Basin between 17 and 25 July (JGJ, GH, WH). This
species is far less numerous in fall than in spring; most fall birds are juveniles.
This record marks only the 7th for the July through August period, when most if
not all would be adults.
Semipalmated plover: The earliest reported were 3 seen at FL 13 July (GH,
WH), a rather early date. Only about 8 were reported for the period.
piping PI oyer: At LM, 6 adults and a young bird were spotted at Martin Bay on
20 June (BP, LP), and on the same day 6 adults were reported at the nestin9
enclosure at the north end of Kingsley Dam (JS). The only other report was of a
migrant found at FL on 18 July (LR, RH).
Killdeer: The best count tallied 65 at FL on 27 June (LR, RH), presumably a
summering population. Fall flocks appear in mid-July.
Moyntain Ployer: Now regular in disked fields south and southwest of the
Kimball Airport, one was counted for the 4th year on the Kimball BBS route on 27
June (JS), and another was spotted in the same area on 4 June (B).
Black-necked Stilt: The only reports (possibly of the same birds) were of one
spotted near Antioch in late June (BA) and 2 found at the regular location east of
Lakeside on 5 June (AK).
American Ayo~t: A small summering group is present most summers at FL;
this year, up to 6·'were found on 4 July (LR, RH). Tallies of 8 and 10 were made in
the east RWB op 17 and on 25 July (JGJ), apparently most at Kissinger Basin,
where 10 were found on 25 July (JGJ, BP, LP). These were probably early fall
migrants.
Greater Yellowlegs: The earliest fall (yes; latest spring date on record is 31
May) migrants i~luded singles found at FL on 25 and 27 June (LR, RH), possibly the
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me bird; 3 identified there on 5 July (LR, RH); and one spotted in Clay Co also on
;aJuly (JGJ). The best count totaled 8 at Kissinger Basin on 18 July (JS) .
.L..esser YeIlQwleg~: The one s~en at Cra~ker Barrel Marsh on 6 June had to be a
rather late spring migrant. The first fall birds were the 17 counted at FL on 27
June (LR, RH). And the best count registered 70 in the east RWB on 17 July (JGJ).
S-oliury Sandpiper: The earliest reported was the one spotted southwest Qf
Lowell on 4 July (LR, RH), and the best count reached 6, bQth at Cracker Barrel
Marsh on 11 July (LE) and in the east RWB on 25 July (JGJ).
Willet: The only report frQm the summer range was Qf the Qne sighted at CLNWR
on 5 June (AK). The first migrants arrived very early, 9 spotted at FL on 27 June
(LR, RH), the 2nd earliest ever. The best CQunt reached 10 at FL on 5 July (LR,
RH), an excellent CQunt as Willets are rather scarce in fall.
.spotted Sandpiper: Routine reports.
.upland Sandpiper: No large grQups were noted; the best count was only 7, at FL
on 4 July (LR, RH).
long-billed Curlew: Young were noted at CLNWR on 5 June (AK).
Hydsonian GQdwit: The last tQ leave for spring were the 2 seen in the east RWB
on 6 June (JGJ), the 2nd latest ever reported after a 12 June 1910 specimen
from Saunders CQ.
Marbled GQdwit: The few reports of this early fall migrant included 6 identified
at FL on 27 June (LR, RH), another seen there on 5 July (LR, RH), Qne fQund at LM
on 25 July (JS), and another reported in Brown Co the same day (BP, LP).
Sanderling: NQne was reported, nQt necessarily a surprise as adults are few in
fall and juveniles mostly arrive in August. Stay tuned!
Semjpalmated Sandpiper: The last fQr spring were 2 seen in the east RWB on 6
June (JGJ), a rather late date. The first for fall was one found in Clay Co on 4 July
(JGJ), record early (by one day). The best CQunts tQtaled 111 in the east RWB Qn
25 July (JGJ) and 81 at FL Qn 18 July (LR, RH).
Western Sandpiper: The earliest were "mQre than one" spQtted at FL Qn 16 July
(MU). And the best count tallied an excellent 32 at FL on 18 July (LR. RH).
Least Sandpiper: The first were 11 fQund at Cracker Barrel Marsh Qn 11 July
(LE), and the best count reached 133 in the east RWB Qn 17 July (JGJ).
White-rymped Sandpiper: A late spring migrant, its numbers can remain gQQd
well into June; 52 were fQund at FL on 12 June (LR, RH), and 37 were repQrted at
Harvard Marsh on 13 June (JGJ), the latest for the spring. Numbers drQp rapidly
into June, as exemplified by the count Qf 182 in the east RWB Qn 6 June, when
2816 were counted a week earlier (JGJ). This species does not Qccur in NE in fall.
Baird's Sandpiper: Rather incredibly, only 3 were reported, 2 in spring.
ObViously, adult Baird's Sandpipers bypassed NE this fall. Interestingly, few were
also reported last year in July. The only fall bird this year was a single spQtted in
Lancaster 'Co Qn 25 July (LE). The two spring birds were very late: Qne seen Qn 6
June in the east RWB (JGJ) and another, 3rd latest ever, spotted Qn 12 June at FL
(LR, RH),
Pectoral Sandpiper: The last for spring included 3 seen at FL Qn 12 June (LR,
RH), one found there Qn 8 June (GH, WH), and 2 spotted in the east RWB Qn 6 June
(JGJ), all rather late. The 12 June birds tied fQr 4th latest ever. First in fall were
7 identified in sQuthwest Sheridan Co Qn 10 July (LF, CF). And the best CQunt
registered 61 in the east RWB Qn 17 July (JGJ).
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Stilt Sandpiper: Arriving in force, the first were 91 counted in the east RWB on
17 July (JGJ), also the best count.
Byff-breasted Sandpiper: Mildly surprising, none had arrived by period's end.
DOWitcher species: The relative abundance of dowitchers in July is uncertain;
the earliest arrivals are likely to be Short-billeds; however, as the earliest
documented (by call) Long-billed in NE is 19 July, observers should be careful
identifying dowitchers in July, as most if not all July birds are adults, which are
difficult to identify by plumage in fall due to feather wear. Calls should be heard for
confident identification. We hope an accurate database of relative abundance of the
two species can be built. Reports submitted as unidentified dowitchers included one
seen as early as 27 June at FL (LR, RH), one found at Kissinger Basin on 11 July
(LR, RH), and another spotted at FL the same day (LB).
Short-bjlled Dowjtcher: See the preceding Dowitcher species description.
This year was very good for this species, with two excellent counts of 35 on 13
July at FL (GH, WH) and 24 in the east RWB on 17 July (JGJ). The earliest was one
found at Kissinger Basin on 7 July (GH, WH). Observers used a combination of calls
and plumage characters to identify these birds.
Long-billed DOWitcher: See the preceding Dowitcher species report. The
earliest was one identified as an adult female at FL on 18 July (LR, RH). Few others
were reported, not a surprise as this species probably does not occur in numbers
until early August. The best count totaled 8 in the east RWB on 25 July (JGJ), and
the only other reports were of one sighted in Rock Co on 25 July (BP, LP) and 4
seen at Nebraska City on 31 July (LE).
Common Snipe: Reports from the breeding range included CLNWR on 5 June (AK)
and 6 birds seen along highway 70 in Wheeler Co on 12 June (DH). About a month
prior to the usual appearance of migrants were singles identified both at
Sacramento-Wilcox Area on 13 July (GH, WH) and at FL on 18 July (LR, RH). These
may have been local breeding birds, as breeding has occurred preViously south of
the Platte River.
American Woodcock: None reported.
Wilson's phalarope: Probably part of a small breeding population in the RWI, a
male was seen at FL on 27 June (LR, RH), and "more than one" was reported:'there
on 16 July (MU), a very early date for fall migrants. The four sighted north of
Pierce on 30 June (B) were also within the breeding range. The best counts
numbered 30 in Rock Co on 25 July (BP, LP) and 22 in the east RWB on 25 July
(JGJ).
Franklin's Gyll: Last spring migrants were the 55 seen east of BOL on 2 June
(BP LP). As usual, a few appeared in mid-summer: a basic-plumaged bird was
spotted at FL on 12 June (LR, RH) and 5 were found there on 5 July (LR, RH). Fall
migrants usually arrive in July, but no flocks were reported.
Ring-billed Gyll: As with Franklin's Gull, a few hang around in mid-summer,
such as the 'one lOcated in Cass Co on 8 July (GW). The first fall flock numbered
300+ at HCR on$1 July (GH, WH); the 6 counted there on 13 July (GH, WH) may
have summered.! .
California Gyll: The only report was of one found at L Ogallala on 26 June (JS).
This date is usually the low point of the year for numbers of this species, this
sighting representing only the 7th report for the period from 1 June to 23 July.
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!:.aspi an Tern: Recently there have been several mid-summer reports, this
year's being a single located at l Ogallala on 26 June (JS) and 4 in alternate
plumage spotted at l Alice, NPNWR, on 30 June (NK).
f.orster's Tern: Up to 4 were seen at HCR from 2 to 20 June (GH, WH, lR, RH),
presumably lingering immatures, although no age was given. The latter date, 20
June, when 2 were present, is one of only 16 away from the breeding range in the
period between 14 June and 10 July. Migrants appeared in the east RWB by 17
July, when 16 were counted (JGJ). The best count totaled 25 at BOlon 25 July
(LE),

J..east Tern: Birds found at unexpected locations included one spotted near Antioch
in late June (BA) and 2 located at Champion l which had been present at least a
week prior to 11 June (MB, DH). At Martin Bay, lM, 3 nests were noted on 20
June (BP, lP); and at the north end of Kingsley Dam, 6 adults were nesting on 26
June (JS), indicating a minimum of 6 nests (12 adult birds). The only other report
was of one bird seen near Black Island Area along the Elkhorn River on 5 July (DH);
there is a small population of breeding birds along this river.
Black Tern: The last spring migrant was one found at Wood Duck Area on 17 June
(DH), and the first in fall were 300 counted in the east RWB on 17 July (JGJ). This
species is scarce away from breeding areas in the period from mid-June through
early July.
Rock Dove: Routine reports,
Eurasian Collared-Doye: Probably to become a regular comment here, a new
breeding location was reported this summer, A pair present most of the summer in
Pierce was accompanied by 2 young around 23 July (fide MB). This sighting
identifies the 2nd breeding location for NE. Up to 5 were present at the Kearney
breeding location (lB, B), although no report was received of fledglings.
Mourning poye: Routine reports.
Black-billed Cuckoo: There have been few reports in recent years, and only
about 7 birds were reported this period, The westernmost was one seen south of
Benkelman on 12 June (DH); it breeds throughout the Republican Valley,
Yellow-bjlled Cyckoo: Routine reports,
Barn Owl: None reported,
Eastern Screech-Owl: None reported,
Great Horned Owl: Routine reports.
Byrrowing Owl: The best count reached 12 at Fort Niobrara NWR on 21 June
(BP, lP), also the most easterly reported.
Barred Owl: Routine reports.
long-eared Owl: One bird reported on the south side of Enders Res on 11 June
was seen on a post and hunting (MB), suggestive of local breeding. This sighting is
the first summer record for Chase Co, where there are no confirmed breeding
records, Breeding has been reported virtually statewide, and there are 2 summer
records f<>r adjacent Perkins Co.
Short-aared Owl: None reported.
Commqn Nighthawk: Surprisingly, none was noted at Alma between 5 June and
28 July (GH,WH). Elsewhere, reports were routine.
Common poor-will: None reported.
Chuck-willis-widow: None reported,
Whip-Door-will: Still singing in late July were the 4 found in Cass Co (GW).
Chimney SWift: Routine reports,
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White-throated SWift: Reports arrived from expected summering locations
east to West Ash Canyon, where birds were seen between 11 and 13 June (WM).
The best count totaled 7 at Soldier Creek, Fort Robinson, on 20 June (LE).
Ryby-throated Hymmingbird: Numbers are low in summer; the only reports
were of singles seen in Cass Co on 18 June (GW) and at Papillion on 16 June (B).
Belted Kingfisher: Routine reports.
Lewis's Woodpecker: Rather rare in the breeding season, encouraging reports
arrived from locations where breeding has not been noted in recent years. Although
breeding was not confirmed in either case, at least one· bird was located in West
Ash Canyon from 11 June through late June (WM, BA), and another was spotted in
the Soldier Creek area, Fort Robinson SP, on 22 and 25 June (LE). It appears that
very low numbers occur each year in the Pine Ridge, but the frequency of breeding
is unknown.
Red-headed Woodpecker: Numbers were low through the period in Lancaster Co
(LE). It may be that starlings cause some problems with this species.
Red-bellied Woodpecker: Although it breeds throughout the Republican Valley,
numbers are lowest in the west, where 2 were seen at Rock Creek L on 12 June
(MB, DH) and one was located southeast of Parks, Dundy Co, on 12 June (DH).
Downy Woodpecker: Routine reports.
Hairy Woodpecker: Routine reports.
Northern Flicker: Routine reports.
Pileated Woodpecker: Wrapping up the first-of-the-century breeding
occurrence on North Stream Trail, FF, 2 young were noted on 17 June (BP, LP);
and by 10 July, the young and adults had left the area (B). An adult was noted along
the railroad tracks at FF on 12 June (B).
Western Wood-pewee: The easternmost spotted were in West Ash Canyon in
late June (BA) and at CLNWR on 5 June (AK), the latter about as far east as regular
breeding occurs.
Eastern Wood-pewee: The westernmost reported was one spotted at Alma on
20 June (GH, WH). Harlan Co identifies the western edge of the bird's range in the
Republican Valley.
Acadian Flycatcher: Rather far north was a pair located at Ashford Scout Camp
on 3 July (B).
Wjllow Flycatcher: Reports of this statewide breeder occurred west only as far
as FL, where as many as 11 singing birds were found on 12 June (LR, RH).
Least Flycatcher: The last for the spring migration were a single banded at
Bellevue on 1 June (RG) and another found in Cass Co on 8 June (GW). The latter
bird may have been attempting to summer, a rare occurrence in that area. Such
birds should be monitored for evidence of breeding activity, of which there is little
in NE.
Cordilleran Flycatcher: The best count totaled 5 in Sowbelly and Monroe
Canyons on 27 JUl1e (JS). Numbers reported are up in recent years, and reports
were received as far ea!( this year as West Ash Canyon, where one was located on
22 June (LE).
..
Eastern phoebe: One! was noted with young on 13 July at Spring Creek Prairie,
Lancaster Co (KP).
Say's phoebe: Happy news was of at least one bird spotted at the southwest
Dixon Co site throughou~ the period (JJ). Hopefully another was there to maintain

Y91. 67 No,3

The Nebraska Bird Review

97

this easternmost outpost for the species. A count of 6 was made in northwest Sioux
Co on 21 June (LE).
~eat Crested Flycatcher: Although it breeds throughout the Republican
Valley, numbers are low west of Harlan Co, where territorial birds were noted at8
locations (GH, WH). Westward, singles were spotted at the Rock Creek L and the
nearby fish hatchery on 12 June (MB, DH). Far to the northwest, but at a regular
location, were 2 identified in Monroe Canyon on 24 June (LE).
~ssin's Kingbird: Rather common in certain locations in the Panhandle, 3 were
found in Long Canyon on 4 June (B) and 4 were located in Smiley Canyon on 20
June, with one of the latter carrying nesting material; and 6 were seen there on 25
June (LE).
Western Kingbird: Numbers are low in the extreme east, but 2 were spotted in
southeastern Otoe Co on 5 June (LF, CF), and one was located in Cass Co on 8 June
(GW).
~astern Kingbird: Routine reports.
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher: One was noted on a BBS route 3 miles south of
Sumner, Dawson Co, on 5 June (TEL). This sighting represents one of about 15
summer records since 1980 scattered statewide and not associated with breeding
evidence.
Loggerhead Shrike: Routine reports.
Bell's Vireo: Routine reports.
plumbeoys Vireo: Routine reports.
Yellow-throated Vireo: Routine reports.
Warbling Vireo: Routine reports.
Red-eyed Vireo: Routine reports.
Blue Jay: Routine reports.
Pinyon Jay: Usually rather inconspicuous in summer, a "raucous feeding group"
of 10 was located in Smiley Canyon on 20 June (LE), and at least one bird was
noted in Monroe Canyon in late June (BA).
Clark's Nytcracker: A rare sighting was one spotted in Sowbelly Canyon on 24
June (LE), Apart from a couple of major invasions when birds remained into
summer from the previous winter, there are only about 5 reports of summer birds,
all but one (Wildcat Hills) in the Pine Ridge,
Eyrasian Jackdaw: A black bird with a gray head, larger than a robin, appeared
at a Lincoln feeder on 22 July (HS), but it was suggested (NP, others) that it was
probably a molting juvenile Common Grackle. The latter can appear very gray at
this time of year. If indeed a jackdaw, it would almost certainly be an escaped pet.
Black-billed Magpje: At the eastern edge of the range were 2 birds seen near
Hoskins on 3 July (LF, CF) and one found at Pierce Creek L on 19 June (B). An
update on the eastern edge of the range includes Cuming and Dodge Cos, where it
now occurs year-round (LE). The eastern edge of breeding now passes from Dakota
Co south to Cuming, Dodge, and Clay Cos, possibly including Lancaster Co.
American Crow: Routine reports.
Horned· Lark: Rather unusual was a family group of 4 Horned Larks, including 2
fledglings, with a fledgling juvenile Brown-headed Cowbird found in Cuming Co on
18 July (LE). Peter Lowther (Bull Kansas Ornith Soc., 35:25, 1984) cites records
of Horned Lark parasitism, although these are apparently not common.
o
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purple Martin: Good numbers now summer in Alma, where it has nested the last
2 years (GH, WH); and the species is also doing well in Bellevue, with 125 banded,
the most for the observer in any season (RG).
Tree Swallow: This species is unevenly distributed throughout the state, nesting
wherever suitable habitat occurs, as well as in nestboxes. It is most numerous in
the east, and probably least numerous in the Republican Valley and the Sandhills.
The species was identified at CLNWR on 5 June (AK); 6 were seen 11 miles west of
Tryon, Keith Co, on 12 June (DH), and it was spotted along Highway 2 in Sheridan
Co on 18 June (LE). In Harlan Co, 4 were found on 20 June (LR, RH), and a few
summered at Alma, with young being fed on 25 June (GH, WH).
Violet-green Swallow: Reports arrived from known breeding locations in June:
West Ash Canyon (WM), northwest Sioux Co (LE), and Scotts Bluff NM (B).
Northern Rough-Winged Swallow: Routine reports.
Cliff Swallow: The best count reached 1,250 at FL on 18 July (LR, RH). Massive
flocks occur in the RWB at this time of year.
Barn Swallow: Routine reports.
Black-capped Chickadee: Routine reports.
Tufted Titmouse: Routine reports.
Red-breasted Nuthatch: Routine reports.
White-breasted Nuthatch: This species does not occur statewide in summer; it
is most numerous in the Missouri Valley and along the Niobrara River to the Pine
Ridge. It is common at Alma (GH, WH) and breeds throughout the Republican Valley,
although rare westward. A pair located near Gibbon 20 June was the only sighting
for the summer there (LR, RH); it is uncommon to absent in the Platte Valley west
of Grand Island. Observers should report summer sightings of this species away
from northern and eastern NE.
Pygmy Nuthatch: The only report was of 3 birds sighted in Sowbelly Canyon on
24 June (LE).
Brown Creeper: Singing birds were seen at FF on 6 June (BP, LP) and 12 June
(B), a known breeding location.
Rock Wren: Routine reports.
CarQlina Wren: All reports came from expected IQcations in southeastern NE.
Bewick's Wren: The singing bird which appeared at Ashfall Fossil Beds SHP in
mid-May was still present at least through 5 July (B).
HQuse Wren: Routine repQrts.
Sedge Wren: Many repQrts arrived of this species with its unusual mQvements
and time of breeding. It is least numerQUS frQm mid-June through early July, when
most have passed through northward, and migrants have not returned. Returning
migrants that have not bred successfully apparently will breed in NE and Kansas if
conditiQns are suitable, usually in mid-July through August. Most June tQ July
records occur in the east, although this year 1 to 2 were again present throughQut
the period ih pr¥"ie near Gibbon (LR, RH), where a small "colony" has recently
established itself~ "Many" were singing west of Bellevue on 13 June (B). All Qther
reports were from early June, the last 2 in Lancaster CQ Qn 6 June (LE). NQ Qthers
were reported in Lancaster Co until 11 July (LE), the same day a few were fQund in
the east RWB (LR, RH), and abQut when 20 singing birds appeared on the KeystQne
Trail, Omaha, on 13 July (BP, LP). By 25 July, the species had become numerQUS
again, with 31 reported in the east RWB that day (JGJ). Evidence Qf timing Qf
nesting would be valuable.
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,Marsh Wren: A singing bird spotted at LaPlatte Bottoms on 10 July (BP, LP) was
located about as far southeast as one can be in NE and find suitable breeding habitat.
.wye-gray Gnatcatcher: A persistent group has established itself along Stage
Hill Road, Wildcat Hills, where 2 were found on 27 June (JS). This species is
expanding its range significantly into southeastern Wyoming and southwestern NE.
f.astern Blyebird: Rather far west, where it is uncommon in the western
Republican Valley, were 9 found below Enders Res dam on 12 June (DH) .
.Moyntain Bluebird: Five young were seen on 24 June in north Sioux Co (LE), and
birds were present in west Ash Canyon in late June (BA).
Townsend's Solitaire: The only report was of one bird seen in Sowbelly Canyon
on 27 June (JS), where it is a only a casual breeder.
ilray-cheeked Thrysh: A rather late migrant appeared in Cass Co on 3 June
(GW).
Swainson's Thrush: The latest spring records for the state are from the
northwest, in mid-June. This year one was identified at CLNWR on 5 June (AK), and
another was spotted in West Ash Canyon between 11 and 13 June (WM).
Wood Thrysh: The only report came from southeastern Otoe Co on 7 June (LF,
CF). Observers should report sightings of this species, as it is a good indicator of
woodland status.
American Robin: Routine reports.
Gray Catbird: Routine reports.
Northern Mockingbird: This species is now hard to miss in summer in the
Panhandle and south of the Platte Valley. Elsewhere, 2 were seen in Seward Co on
2 June (B), and singles were located in Cass Co on 6 June (GW) and in Omaha on 11
June (B).
Brown Thrasher: A good count was 27 tallied in Adams Co on 6 June (LR, RH).
European Starling: Flocks of juveniles form as early as mid-June; a flock of 65
was noted in Lancaster Co on 13 June (LE).
Cedar Waxwing: Breeding birds are scattered statewide; a nesting pair was
located at Rock Creek L on 12 June (MB, DH), and birds carrying nesting material
were found at 2 locations in Alma on 20 June (GH, WH). And as many as 10 were
spotted at Alma on 22 June (GH, WH).
.
Blue-Winged Warbler: Two territorial singing males were reported: one at FF
on 11 June (JG), and another along the north shore of the Niobrara River between
Cornell Dam and Berry Bridge on 18 June (PK). These are only the 3rd and 4th
reports for NE later than 3 June.
Orange-crowned Warbler: Rather incredible was the report of one seen near FL
on 28 July (GH, WH), although there is precedent, as one was reported by Rosche in
Keith Co on 19 July 1977. This species may arrive early in fall, as early dates are
August 10,11,12.
Northern paryla: The only report was of 2 found singing in FF on 18 June (BP,
LP).
Yellow Warbler: Routine reports.
Yellow-rumped (Audubon's) Warbler: Reports arrived from the summer
range in' June in West Ash Canyon (WM) and northern Sioux Co (LE).
yellow-throated Warbler: The only report was of one bird singing at FF on 18
June (BP, LP).
Cerylean Warbler: None reported.
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Black-and-white Warbler: The two reports came from the breeding range:
singles were spotted at Long Pine Area on 22 June (B) and in Sowbelly Canyon on
24 June (LE).
American Redstart: Reports arrived from the usual breeding range in June in
Cass Co (GW), West Ash Canyon (WM), and northern Sioux and Dawes Cos (LE); but
a pair found on the northern edge of Scottsbluff on 9 July (AK) is one of very few
such reports away from the Pine Ridge in the west.
prothonotary Warbler: None reported.
Oyenbird: Routine reports.
Louisiana Waterthrysh: Two reports were received, one from Platte River SP
on 22 July (LF, CF), a known breeding location, and another from a rather
northerly location in northern Thurston Co on 18 June (B). The latter is the
northernmost summer record for this species.
Kentycky Warbler: The two reports came from the current breeding range: two
birds seen at Hummel Park, Omaha, on 20 June (B) and one found at Schramm SP on
4 July (B).
MacGillivray's Warbler: Two birds were reported at Gilbert-Baker
Campground, Monroe Canyon, on 25 July; although not certain, the observer
suspected that one was a young bird (EB). This sighting is about a month early for
fall migrants and raises the possibility of breeding there. The species breeds in the
higher Black Hills, but there is no evidence that it ever bred in NE.
Common Yellowthroat: The abundance of this species in suitable habitat was
emphasized by a count of 100 along only 60 yards of dike at FL on 12 June (LR,
RH). As the observers asked, "how many in all" are at FL in the summer?
Hooded Warbler: A still-hopeful male was singing along the stream at the
northern edge of Hummel Park, Omaha, on 20 June (JT). It had not relocated as of
26 June (BP, LP, MB).
Wilson's Warbler: A very late migrant was singing along the southern side of
Enders Res on 13 June (MB). This sighting represents the latest of 8 early June
reports for the state, most from the west.
Yellow-breasted Chat: Three birds seen along the southern side of HCR on:;20
June (LR, RH) provide what appears to be the only report of this species in the
Republican Valley for many years. It has essentially been extirpated in eastern NE
and only occurs in numbers in the north and west. Any other records from the
Republican Valley would be very interesting.
Symmer Tanager: None reported.
Scarlet Tanager: A pair spotted at Schramm SP on 4 July (BP, LP) was the
westernmost reported, but still within the regular range.
Western Tanager: Routine reports.
Eastern Towhee: The one spotted on the southern side of HCR on 20 June
appeared at the western edge of the breeding range, which extends along the
Republican Vplley to the Orleans area. Hybrids predominate from there westward.
Spotted Towhe': Both towhee species occur in "pure" form in Harlan Co, as well
as hybrids. Spotttlds were more numerous there this summer, with 7 counted along
a 5-mile stretch pf road (GH, WH). Up to 4 summered near Gibbon (LR, RH), also at
the eastern edge of the summer range.
Cassin's Sparrow: Reports arrived from the usual range in southern Dundy Co:
3 birds were loca~ed 4 miles west and a half mile south of Benkelman on 12 June
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(MB), and 8 were counted west of Benkelman on the Benkelman BBS route on 26
June (JS). No others were reported.
,C.hipping Sparrow: This species is least numerous south of the Platte River and
west of Grand Island, and in the Sandhills, for which areas breeding evidence is
spotty; although present the last 2 summers in Alma, nesting has not yet been
noted (GH, WH) .
.6 r ewe r' sSp a rr 0 w: Reports arrived from the usual breeding range in the
western Panhandle, along the Wyoming border in Sioux Co in late June (BA, LE); and
one was counted on the Kimball BBS route on 27 June (JS), where it had been noted
for the first time in 1998.
field Sparrow: Uncommon westward south of the Platte Valley, 3 were sighted
at Enders Res on 8 June (DH). A good count as far west as Harlan Co was 10 found
on 20 June along the southern side of HCR (LR, RH).
Vesper Sparrow: Routine reports.
.L.,ark Sparrow: Routine reports.
lark Bunting: Routine reports.
Savannah Sparrow: The only report of this rare summering bird was of 3 seen
at LM on 29 June (CNK). There are scattered summer records for the Panhandle and
in northern NE.
Grasshopper Sparrow: Good numbers occupy sandy outliers south of the Platte
River in northern Kearney Co: 5 were counted on 12 June and 14 on 18 July (LR,
RH). This species is abundant in drier grasslands, most of which are in central and
western NE.
Henslow's Sparrow: A singing bird spotted at Nine Mile Prairie, Lincoln, on 2
June (JS) fits the pattern of recent prairie-remnant-related sightings in
southeastern NE; but unexpected was the report of one bird singing on 25 July at
Harvard Marsh (JGJ).
Song Sparrow: As many as 30 were seen at FL on 12 June (LR, RH). This species
is slowly establishing itself throughout the RWB; one was noted 3 miles northwest
of Holstein, Kearney Co, on 6 June (LR, RH), and 2 were found at Jensen Basin on
6 June (LR, RH).
"Swamp Sparrow: All reports arrived from the growing population at FL, where
the best count reached 20 on 5 July (LR, RH, LB), a new high for the location.
Dark-eyed Junco: None reported.
McCown's Longspyr: Several reports were received from the summer range in
the western Panhandle. Five birds were found along the Wyoming border in Sioux Co
on 24 June (LE), as many as 17 were counted on the Agate BBS route in central
Sioux Co on 28 June (JS), and 6 were found on the Kimball BBS route in
southwestern Kimball Co on 27 June (JS).
Chestnut-collared Longspyr: Good numbers of this species were also found in
the Panhandle; 51 were counted on the Agate BBS route in central Sioux Co on 28
June (JSt~nd 13 on the Kimball BBS route in southwestern Kimball Co on 27 June
(JS).
.
~orthe~n

Cardinal: Breeding occurs throughout the Republican Valley, but
numbers;are low westward. Enders Res hosted 4 to 5 in the period from 7 to 12
June (DH), and a pair was located at Rock Creek L on 12 June (DH).
Bose-breasted Grosbeak: Three appeared in the observers' yard near Gibbon
from 4 J~ne through the period (LR, RH); no Black-headed Grosbeaks were noted
there.
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Black-headed GrQsbeak: RQutine repQrts.
Blye GrQsbeak: As many as 5 singing males were fQund in nQrthern ThurstQn CQ
Qn 18 June (B), a good CQunt fQr the east.
Lazyli Bynting: RQutine repQrts.
IndigQ Bynting: RQutine repQrts.
Dickcissel: Rather unCQmmQn westward, especially early in summer, 6 were
cQunted between Imperial and Enders Res Qn 7 June (DH).
BQbQlink: This species was Widely repQrted this summer, including sites SQuth Qf
the Platte Valley. In June, YQung were nQted at 2 IQcatiQns in Cass CQ (GW), and
birds were seen in eastern OtQe CQ (GW, LF, CF) and at Jack Sinn Marsh Qn 2 June
(B). July repQrts are likely tQ be Qf migrants; the 22 in a flQck in Cuming CQ Qn 17
July (LE) prQvided a clear example, but single birds Qr small family-sized grQups in
July are equivQcal as tQ their status. Examples Qf the latter are Qne bird spQtted at
Mallard Haven Qn 6 July (BP, LP) and 3 repQrted at SacramentQ-WilcQx Area Qn 13
July (GH, WH).
Red-Winged Blackbird: RQutine repQrts.
Eutern MeadQwlark: Rarely repQrted frQm SQuth Qf the Platte Valley and
westward, Qne was singing at FL Qn 12 June (LR, RH). Are there Qther summer
sites west Qf Grand Island and SQuth Qf the Platte Valley?
Western MeadQwlark: RQutine Reports.
YellQw-headed Blackbird: Most southerly were the 45 birds seen at FL, a
regular summer IQcation, Qn 12 June (LR, RH), and a few present all summer near
Nebraska City (LF, CF).
Brewer's Blackbird: Routine reports.
Great-tailed Grackle: Young were noted at FL, a regular breeding IQcatiQn, Qn
11 July (LB). The species continued at the far western outpost, Kiowa Springs,
near where 4 were seen on 22 June (AK). Other sightings, of small numbers, were
scattered around Lancaster Co Qn 6 June and 25 July (LE) and in OtQe CQ between
12 June and 1 July (LF, CF).
CQmmQn Grackle: Flocks form by mid-July, such as one Qf 280 birds spotted in
Cuming CQ on 17 July (LE).
BrQwn-headed CQwbird: Reports were routine, but see the preceding Hbrned
Lark report.
Orchard OriQle: Adults were seen feeding unfledged young at LM on 29 June
(CNK).
BaltimQre OriQle: A male spQtted at Champion L on 12 June (DH) was rather far
west, althQugh "pure" birds Qccur in summer statewide except for the Panhandle.
ByllQck's OriQle: Gering Cern is a good place for this species; 2 pairs were found
feeding YQung there on 4 July, with one brood fledged and the other still in the nest
(CNK). As many as 13 were counted in northern Sioux and Dawes Cos between 19
and 25 June (LE). The two located on the Agate BBS route on 28 June (JS) must
have looked hard to find a tree!
HQyse Finch: Ra/tine reports.
Red CrQssbill:this species was common Qn the Pine Ridge (LE), with "loads"
reported in MonrQe Canyon and "at least a truckload" observed in West Ash Canyon
between 11 and 13 June. (WM). How many Red Crossbills are there in a load???
Ten appeared in the Qbservers' yard on 13 June (AK), a time when YQung are
fledged and birds. wander around in flocks.
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Pine Siskin: An adult male (ASY-M for you banders) was spotted rather late at
Bellevue on 1 June and was promptly banded (RG). Few others were reported, the
2 sighted in Monroe Canyon representing the only ones seen on a trip through the
Pine Ridge (LE); and at least one was seen at Gering Cem on 4 July (CNK).
American Goldfinch: Routine reports.
Hoyse Sparrow: Routine reports.

